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| earnestly advise every member to carefully read 
EDITORIAL NOTES. | the addresses before signing his voting ae and 


| 


to strike out the name of every candidate who does 
The portion of the report of the Council meeting | not express himself definitely on all important 
which we print this week is a shade more interest- | questious affecting the profession, 
ing than the former part. <A resolution was carried | 
to print the names of Candidates for Election in | 
alphabetical order. This plan is adopted in nearly | It would be invidious and dictatorial on our part 
all elections where the ,baJlot papers contain a list | to presume to offer the profession a list of candidates 
of names, and its impartiality is too evident to need | most eligible for seats on the Council. We want a 
discussion. We only wonder how the ingenuity of | representative body—one that really represents the 
man enabled some Members of Council to find ideas of the majority of the profession, and any 
arguments,—No! words, to use against it. action which substitutes one-sided caucus-like, 
It was also decided to proceed with the correction , mechanical action for independent individual voting, 
.of the Register, which every one now knows is very | does harm. Even more harmful is the insidious 
incorrect. It has been so for years. Why this method of private personal influence, which leads 
new awakening ? We will not enquire too curiously to the election of men whose object in getting a 
but accept the advance. To every name upon the | seat on the Council is simple vanity, and whose 
Register a voting paper will be sent, and very many Only intelligence is displayed in the artfulness with 
will be returned through the post office. These un- | Which they anticipate which way the cat will jump, 
reachable names will then form a list of men who,| Our line is to insist on measures, not men, To 
prima facie, may be considered dead or removed, keep before the profession the questions affecting 
and the steps required by the Act will be adopted its progress, and if possible to break down the 
to discover them, or failing that, to remove them ®@pathy which exists. If we can assist in the good 
from the Register. The result will probably be the work now being done by the various Veterinary 
removal of from four to five-hundred nanies. Societies, and convince men that none are so far 
A very useful suggestion was adopted to send a off, none so modest, none so insignificant, but that 
copy of the Register to the Clerk of every County he may distinctly affect the Body corporate by his 
Council. These new local bodies are now the au- | action, we shall soon have a healthy and wide- 
thorities for carrying out the Contagious Diseases spread improvement in tone. We sincerely hope 
(Animals) Acts, and it is very desirable that they that this year the greater interest everywhere 
should be able to distinguish members from prac- evident may be shown in an increased return of 
titioners, and these from men having no legal con- | voting papers, and that the selection of names will 
nexion with the profession. be guided Ly an honest consideration of the claims 
The last business of the Council was worthy of | of candidates. 
note. A member asked who were the gentlemen Fourteen out of every fifteen veterinary surgeons 
nominated as car.didates for the Council. The in- | are, by the Charter of 1876, debarred from a seat on 
formation was refused. Probably not much harm ‘the Council or Examining Board. Nearly all of 
is done as nearly every candidate has appealed | them object to this position, but who is to blame ? 
direct to the profession and issued an address. It is | It was no self-denying ordinance to which they 
-said that there are one or two nominations not yet agreed with their eyes open. ‘hey had notice of 
publicly known, and that these gentlemen intend | the Charter (ninth clause and all), but in those 
appealing to the profession for votes. We hardly | days indifference reigned supreme, and they signed 
think this will prove correct. The confidence trick | way their birth-right in ignorance and apathy. 
is played out, and very few votes will be cast for | They have had an unpleasant awakening—let us 
any man who has the presumption to act upon the | hope the lesson may not be forgotten. 
idea that he is so great and good that the profession | 
will accept him at his own value. | 








| The Record this week is decidedly wanting in 
|variety. The report of the meeting at Manchester, 


The retiring members of Council are :— : : et a: 
_in which veterinarians and medical-men co-operated 


Sg Walley, Peter Taylor, ‘to discuss Parturient Apoplexy, occupies nearly all 
Wi ray, M. J. Harpley, (deceased) our space although we have increased the number of 
- J. Mulvey, J. 8, Carter. our pages. It seemed to us a pity to divide so good 


and important a discussion—one which so clearly 
| indicates the unity of pathology as a science, and 
which suggests such vast possibilities of good to be 


= he Candidates for Election who have laid their 
views before the profession are :— 





a, em. - = anes derived from a mutual co-operation of the two pro- 

G W Com H Kid is ? fessions. Let us hope the good example set by 

Jos. M kind : Ww 7. Malv Lancashire may not be lost sight of, and that other 

W Wil, es On? Sones diseases may be submitted to the consideration of 

. Thos, Walley, groups of men who are acquainted with the phen- 

and Mr, Peter Taylor, who has expressed his opinions | omena produced by them both in animals and man. 
to the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Socicty.|No one will read the discussion on Mr, Wolsten- 
They will be found in our report this week. We | holme’s paper without being interested. Even ifthey 
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do not find in it a positive advance in pathological 
knowledge they will find much that is fresh and 
suggestive. 


Rabies in dogs is increasing rapidly, and will 
soon be followed by the inevitable increase of cases 
of Hydrophobia. It really is lamentable that no 
systematic effort is made to stamp ont this disease. 
Nothing is more clearly established than the im- 
mediate beneficial results following the simple 
measures provided for in the Contagious Diseases 
(Animal’s) Act. Every veterinary practitioner who 
sees a case of rabies should impress upon the owner 
of the dog the importance of obeying the law, and 
notifying the police of the existence of this danger- 
ous disease. ‘Those of us who have any influence 
with members of the County Councils should impress 
them with the great danger to the community re- 
sulting from negligence when rabies exists in their 
district. Not half the cases that occur are reported, 
and public attention is only drawn to the danger 
when deaths of human beings from hydrophobia in- 
crease to such a degree as to cause panic. If we 
can stamp out rabies from amongst dogs we shall 
have no hydrophobia, but as long as we neglect the 
Canine plague so long must we have the frightful 


human disease. 
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Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, 


Report of Council Meeting on Thursday, 4th April, 
(continued from page 496. ) 


Dr. Fieminc.—I do not see what difference it 
makes whether a man is at the top of the list or the 
bottom. I think it pays a very small compliment 
to the intelligence of the profession at large to think 
that they would vote for the first name on the paper. 
When I receive a voting paper I look at the names 
and I vote for those whom I think to be the best 
men. I think it is scarcely worth while to alter 
the present arrangement. Whethera man stands at 
the top or the bottom of the list I think he stands 
an equal chance of election ; that is if he isa proper 
man, 

Sir Henry Simpson.—There are very good reasons 
I think why soine decision should be come to by 
this Council. Last May I convened a special meet- 
ing on the same day as the annual meeting, at which 
Sir Fred. Fitzwygram agreed with me that it was de- 
sirable that the names should appear in alphabetical 
order, and I do not think there was a member pre- 
sent who did not recognise that it was desirable to 


adopt some system. Of course up to last year there 
readers will remember a report of a prosecution for was a Bye-law which said that the names of the 
this offence which we published in our issue of | candidates must be proposed in this Council. Some- 
Dec. 8th. The case was heard at the Blofield Petty | times they were put down in that particular order 
Sessions, Norfolk, and in addition to quite a num- | and sometimes they were not. We swept away that 
ber of local practitioners, Professors Walley, McCall, | Bye-law altogether, and it is now no longer neces- 
Pritchard, and Macqueen gave evidence. For the|sary for the names to be proposed at the Council 
defence a large number of practical farmers were | table. The Profession have a free right to send in 
called, and it was agreed that the operation, though | names whenever they choose up to a certain day, and 
painful, was justified by the beneficial results that | the question is when the secretary has those names 
accrued, Cattle that had been polled were more! what is he to do with them? Last year I directed 
valuable ; they were prevented from goring one|that the names should appear seniores priores, and 


Disnorninac Carrie—Important decision—Our | 
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another ; a larger number could be got into a cattle | they were placed in the voting papers according to 
yard, and thus the operation was_ beneficial to man- 
kind. The magistrates dismissed the case, and the 
R.S.P.C.A. gave notice of appeal. This has recently 
been heard by the Lord Chief Justice and Mr. 
Justice Hawkins. The Lord Chief Justice said they 
had made up their minds most distinctly and 
clearly to give judgment reversing the decision of 
the magistrates, and holding distinctly that the 
practice of dishorning was unlawful; but as they 
differed from several of the judges they thought it 
only respectful. to them to give their judgment in 
writing. They would, therefore, give their reason 
next term. , 

It is to be hoped that this decision will puta 
stop to the cruel practice, and also that the written 
judgment will, as The Daily News says, “finally 
explode the current legal doctrine, that ignorance 
and a desire to benefit one’s own pocket are sufficient 
justification for painful operations.” How will it 
affect “‘ Docking” ? 


Mr. Mulvey desires us to say that he has no know- 
ledge of the 'anonymous circular just issued in which 
his name is mentioned. 





seniority. I assure you that I acted, as I trust I do 
in everything else, with the greatest good faith. I 
did not believe that I had done a scintilla of wrong 
to any living person in the Institution, and I was 
excessively astounded when by the aid of some 
gentlemen who are members of this Council I was 
held up to my profession as a man unworthy of 
credit. An anonymons circular was sent round to 
every member of the Profession branding me as a 
dishonourable man. Now who is to protect your 
President from such an imputation as that? You 
are asked a very simple question, to let the names 
appear in alphabetical order. Nobody will be the 
worse for it. It is what you approved of last year, 
and if you will do it now you will do away with a 
great deal of difficulty. There are some gentlemen 
who live within a few miles of this College, and IJ 
assure you, and I say it with a great deal of regret. 
that there has been a great deal of wire-pulling in 
connection with the elections of this College, and 
there will be so if you allow the thing to be done in 
a haphazard manner as it has been done in previous 
years. I have great pleasure in seconding Mr. J. 
.F, Simpson’s motion. 
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Mr. Perer Taytor.—For 43 years this Council 
has always been in the habit of receiving the nomin- 
ations and handing them down to the different 
bodies of Veterinary Surgeons throughout the coun- 
try according to the way in which they were 
received by the Secretary. I cannot see myself any 
reason why that plan should be deviated from. 
“Therefore I will propose an amendment that as the 
Society receives the names so they shall be entered 
upon the voting paper. 

Str Heyry Srupson.—Suppose the Secretary re- 
-ceives three names by the same post in a registered 
letter, what would you do then ? 

Mr. Perer Taytor.—lI should give the senior man 
the privilege or else put an asterisk to the names. 

Dr. Fieminc.—I find that the result of the 
voting last year was that the senior name was not 
elected ; so that the place of the name on the voting 
paper does not really signify that a man would be 
elected or not. I think it is a very poor compli- 
ment to an intelligent profession that they should 
take any notice of the position of the names on the 
list. 

Mr. J. F. Simeson.—I do not take that view of it. 
I asked the question of a good many people whether 
they thought it made a difference where the name 
was placed, and many were of opinion that it did. 
I think I may point to my friend Mr. Wragg who 
has a very strong opinion on the subject. If the 
alphabetical order is adopted I shall be a very long 
way down the list; therefore, I hope I may be 
given credit fur suggesting this disinterestedly. 1 
hope that it will protect the President from the 
abominable attack which was made upon the Presi- 
dent last year. You all know what I refer to—that 
contemptible circular which was issued by some 
gentleman who had obtained certain information. 

Mr. Greaves —TI shall have much pleasure in 
seconding Mr. Taylor’s amendment that the position 
of the name on the list shall be in accordance with 
the date on which it is received by our Secretary. 

Gen. Sir Frepertck Frrzwycram.—lI shall sup- 
port Mr. Simpson’s motion. To my mind the whole 
matter is utterly immaterial, but grievances have 
occurred and some dissatisfaction has occurred, and 
when we can by very trivial alteration lessen the 
grievance and take away future dissatisfaction, I 
think this Council will do wisely in accepting Mr. 
Simpson’s proposal. 

Mr. Perer Taytor.—In order to maintain har- 
mony in the Council I will withdraw my amendment 
with the permission of Mr. Greaves. 

The motion was then put to the meeting and 
-earried, 

Mr. J. F. Srupson.—The next proposition I have 
to submit to this Council is, ‘That the Registrar be 
instructed to proceed with the work of revising 
Register No. 1 forthwith, under power given him 
for that purpose -by See. 5 of the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act, 1881.” The work in connection 
with the revision of Register No. 3 has been well 
curried out by the Registrar, Mr. Hill, with the 
assistance of our solicitor, and I think we should 
now proceed to revise Register No. 1. There are a 


large numer of members that circulars an1 letters 
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fail to reach. I think it might be left to the dis- 
cretion of the Registrar in proceeding with the 
work whetber it is advisible for him to assume that 
all the returned circulars are from men who have 
ceased to practise or are dead. My proposition is 
that the revision of the Register should commence 
forthwith, and I should hope it will be finished in 
time for the Register which will come out in 1890, 
You are aware of the length of time that these re- 
visions take. I think I gave notice of revision of 
Register No. 3 as long ago as March twelve-months ; 
and although I have every reason to believe that the 
work has been done well and that no time has been 
lost, something like eight months had to elapse 
before the Registrar put before us the revised 
Register. That has been done to the satisfaction 
of the Council, and I now propose that the Registrar 
proceed with the work of the Revision of Register 
No. I. 

Mr. Briacs seconded the motion, 

The Prestpent.—Do not you think that this matter 
should be referred to the Registration Committee ? 

Mr. J. F. Stueson.—No, I do not think so. Ifa 
corrected Register can be submitted before the next 
Register is issued I venture to think that this Coun- 
cil will be satisfied, but I do not see the necessity of 
bringing the matter before the Registration Com- 
mittee. 

The Prestpext.—The only way of doing this 
would be to deal with it by sending a circular to 
every member of the College. 

Mr. J. F. Stupson.—Sub-section 4 of Section 54, 
says: “ Where the Registrar has reason to think 
that any person registered has ceased to practise, 
the Registrar may send by post to such person a 
notice inquiring whether or not he has ceased to 
practise or has changed his residence; and if the 
Registrar does not within three months after sending 
the notice receive avy answer thereto from such per- 
son the Registrar may, within fourteen days after the 
expiration of the three months, send him by post in 
a registered letter another notice referring to the 
first notice, and stating that no answer thereto has 
been received, and if the Registrar does not within 
one month after sending the second notice receive 
any answer thereto, such person shall, for the pur- 
| pose of the present Section,be deemed to have ceased 
‘to practise. and his name may be removed accor- 
idingly.” If, the Registrar sends out three thousand 
circulars and three hundred are returned through 
| the Dead-letter Office he has a right to assume that 
‘those men have ceased to practise or are dead. It 
| will only be necessary for him to commence by com- 
| municating with some four or five hundred people. 
If the voting papers are returned through the Dead- 
letter Office, the names on those circulars are the men 
‘to communicate with. I do not say because a man 
‘dogs not return his voting paper that you must com- 
‘municate with him. The Solicitor suggested to me 
‘that this might be a very simple matter. 
| Mr, Tuarcuer.—It would be against the spirit of 
‘the Act to send to every member of the College, but 
'I did suggest that some such method as Mr. Simpson 
has mentioned might be adopted. 


| Str Henry Simpsoy.—Our Act of Parliament has 
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been in force some years, and I should think on 
many occasions the Registrar has had reasons to be- 
lieve that men are dead when these papers have 
come back. It is not necessary to go about the busi- 
ness in a wholesale fashion. When it is seen that 
aman has been a member since 1808 the chances 
are that he has been * gathered to his fathers” for 
years past, and it would be just as well to remove 
his name. 

Mr. Greaves.—I shall have great pleasure in 
supporting Mr. Simpson’s motion, and I think the 
Council would do well to adopt it, as Iam continually 
being told that the present condition of the Register is 
very unsatisfactory. I think the whole thing might 
be remedied at a very little expense. 

Dr, Fremine.—I think the object of this proposal 
is very good. I think that the voting for Members 
of Council can be taken as a very good test. The 
number of returned voting papers would give a basis 
to work upon. The voting papers which are re- 
turned should be held to represent either that the 
gentlemen to whom they have been addressed have 
retired from practice, or are dead, or have left the 
locality. ‘Therefore, in supporting this motion, I 
would suggest that the returned voting papers be 
retained so that the Registrar can act upon them 
and have circulars sent out according to the Act of 
Parliament. ; 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. Wirtson.— Unfortunately I was out of the 
room during discussion on the Report from the 
Registration Committee. As the new County Coun- 
cils are now coming into power I would suggest that 
a copy of the Register be sent to the Clerk of each 
Jounty Council throughout Kngland, and that the 
Secretary should apply for the addresses of the 
Clerks to the Local Government Board. I think it 
is most desirable that the local authorities should 
know who are properly qualified Veterinary Surgeons 
and who are only registered practitioners, as they 
will most likely be called upon to make appoint- 
ments under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act. 
I think it is necessary that the Clerks of these 
County Councils should be able to have our list at 
hand to refer to. I will therefore move that a copy 
of our Register be sent to the Clerk of each County 
Council as quickly as possible. 

Mr. CartiepGr.—I think this matter is most im- 
portant and I shall have great pleasure in seconding 
the proposition. Hitherto we have hidden our 
light under a bushel, and it is necessary, now that 
opportunities of this kind arise, that we should no 
longer be quite so modest as we have been. 

Mr, J. F. Stwpson.—I may as well add for the in- 
formation of those members of Council who are not 
members of Finance Committee that that Committee 
decided this should be a recommendation to the 
Council. 

Prof. Browx.—Under the new system you may 
reckon that something like four hundred Registers 
will have to be sent out, if you wish every local 
authority to have one. That is in Great Britain 
alone. I will send a list so that the Council may 
see exactly how many there are. 

Mr. Cartiepce.,—I do not think that this is a 
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matter that ought to be looked upon in the light of 
£s.d. We havethe money at our Bank, and I do 
not know that it conld be expended to very much 
better purpose. The Register is a work that will be 
referred to on many different occasions, and I do not 
think that a question of £50 or £60 ought to stand 
in the way. We should abide by it regardless of 
what it is going to cost. 

Prof. Brown.—I may add that we frequently get 
communications from local authorities informing us 
that they have appointed Mr. so-and-so as_ Veterin- 
ary Inspector. It is the duty of one of the clerks to 
see what the individual’s qualifications are, and he 
constantly finds that he has none at all. We then 
write to the local authorities to inform them that he 
cannot under any circumstances be Veterinary 
Inspector, and they proceed to appoint someone else 
who is qualified. The authorities have no means of 
knowing the qualifications without referring to some 
such document as our Register. 

Sir Henry Srurson.—-I think the proposition of 
Mr. Wilson would be a legitimate advertisement. 
The Register costs us 3s. 6d. each, and I contend 
that we pay too dearly for it. Weare supposed to 
have the type kept ready for us. That I think is 
one of the luxuries we could afford to do without. 
Besides the Register being printed ata cost of 
3s. 6d. a piece this year, we have passed a bill in 
which we paid £5 for new type. I think that is 
an old-fashioned style of business. If we are going 
to have 400 copies of the new Register printed I 
would suggest that we should get an estimate from 
some enterprising tirm like Waterlow’s or Spottis- 
woode’s in order that it may be done ag cheaply as 
possible. 

Mr. Witson.—With regard to the desirability of 
expedition in this matter I may say that if this is 
to do any good the quicker these Registers are sent 
to the local authorities the better, because appoint- 
ments will be made very shortly. 

Sir Henry Stmpson.—Would you add that Regis- 
ters be sent to each local authority in the United 
Kingdom under the County Council’s Act, and that 
tenders be obtained and submitted to the Finance 
Committee as early as possible, and that they be in- 
structed to accept the tender that they think desi- 
rable. 

The Prestpent.—If the Local Authorities are to 
have these Registers sent to them quickly, surely the 
type already standing could be dealt with quicker 
than re-setting the whole of it. 

Dr. Fieminc.—I think we ought to arrive at some 
information as to the cost of the Register. I cannot 
think that they cost as much as 3s, 6d. It is 
enormous. 

Sir Heyry Simpsoy.—This year every copy has 
cost 4s. without postage. 

Gen. Sir Frepx. Frrzwycram.—I am told that 
we have only had 200 copies of our Register printed. 
I fancy that the printer in setting up the type has 
to pay far higher for names than for ordinary words. 
If we have 400 copies printed I should not think we 
should have to pay anything like the rate that we 
should pay for 200. I say that in fairness to the 
printers we have already employed. 
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Mr. Brices.—There would be no necessity to 
publish the Act of Parliament and the Bye-laws ; 
you simply want the Register of the Members of the 
profession. 

Gen. Sir Frepk. FrrzwycGram.—I would suggest 
that we should start at page 51. I think the Act 
of Parliament might be added as it is only a page or 
two. The remainder is simply Bye-laws and not 
necessary for County Councils. 

Sir Henry Simpson.—I think we ought not to pay 
our own printers more than we should pay anybody 
else. We could get a tender from him as well as 
from other people. 

Mr. J. F. Srmpson.— Whether we sent our Regis- 
ters to these local authorities or not, I am in favour 
of obtaining tenders from other printers than our 
own, but I am bound to say that I am opposed to 
such an enormous outlay. 

Mr. Wiison.—-I will propose “ that a copy of the 





Register be sent to the Clerks of the Local Authori-_ 
ties in Great Britain, and that tenders be obtained | 
and submitted to the Finance Committee who have | 


power to accept such tenders as they think best.” 


Mr. J. F. Stmpson.—-As an amendment. I propose | 


“that intimation be given to members of the Pro- 


fession that Registers can be obtained from the | 


College by those Veterinary Surgeons who desire to 


send one to their Local Authority”; and then 1. 
would go on with the latter part of the proposition. | 


I think a matter of £100 is a tremendous amount of 
money to vote away. 

Mr. Witson.—I do not anticipate that the cost 
will be £100 or even £50, My proposition is that a 
copy of the Register from page 103 to page 269, 
with a copy of the Act, be sent to the Local Authori- 
ties in Great Britain, and that tenders be obtained 
and submitted to the Finance Committee who shall 
have power to accept such tenders as they think 
best. 

Mr. Tuatrcner.—With regard to the “ Highland 
Agricultural ” Gentlemen, I suppose you had better 
take no notice of them. 

Sir Henry Simpson.—They can come in_ by 
paying. 

Mr. Wilson’s motion was then put to the meeting 
and carried. 

The Srecrrrary.—Seven deaths have been re- 
ported since the last meeting :—Messrs. W. Lamb, 
Indian Army; H. J. James,Oxford ; David Aitken, 
Loughborough (Leicester) ; W. H. Bond, Bucking- 
ham; Joseph Callander, Falkirk; John H. Bryce, 
Stirling. 

The Prestpent.—The next matter is the nomin- 
ation of scrutineers. 

Mr. CartLepGEe.—lI beg to propose that the gentle- 
men who officiated last year be asked to act as 
scrutineers. 

Mr. Woop seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. J. F. Stupson.—I should like to know the 
names of the gentlemen who are nominated for 
Council. 

The Presipent.—I have come to the conclusion 
that it will not be policy to mention them. 

Mr. J. F. Smmpson.—Do I understand you to say | 


| that you do not accede to my request to give us the 
| names of those gentlemen who are proposed for the 
| Council to day ? 

The Presipent.—I do not think it would be 
| policy. 

| Mr. J. F. Suipsoy.—What objection can there 
| possibly be ? 

| The Prestwenr.—I am not obliged to give you 
| may reason ; the time for nomination of candidates 
has not expired. 

| Mr. J. F. Sorpsoy.—I must take exception to 
-your ruling. The information was asked for in 
| previous years, and has again been asked for this 
_year, and the President, in his discretion, declines 
| to give the names of the candidates proposed up to 
_the present time. I wish to know when the voting 
_ papers will be sent out, 

| The Presipenr.—As early as it is convenient 
after the date of nomination, 

Mr. J. F. Stupson.—I ask when the voting papers 
will be sent out. The date of the nomination closes 
on a certain day. ‘The Secretary is allowed a cer- 
tain time to prepare the list and he will know on 
what day he will send the voting papers out. ‘They 
must be sent out seven clear days before the annual 
meeting, so the Secretary must know when they are 
going to be sent out. Mr, Secretary, on what day 
will you send out the voting papers? 

Sir Henry Stmpson.—Is not this fixed by our Bye- 
laws ? 

The Prestpenr.—I will undertake to answer the 
question : they shall be sent out according to the 
| Bye-laws. 
| Mr. J. F. Simpson proposed a vote of thanks to 


. : 
| the President, and the proceedings terminated. 








VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION, 


The usual quarterly meeting of the above As- 
sociation was held at the Blackfriar’s Hotel, Man- 
chester, on Wednesday, March 27th, ‘Tea at 5, 
Business at 6. 

Present :—E. Faulkner, president ; Messrs, Peter 
Taylor, W. A. Taylor, 8. Locke, T. Hopkins, J. B. 
Wolstenholme, Thomas Greaves, J. Moore, P. Pike, 
all of Manchester; Professor Pemberthy, Royal 
Veterinary College; Messrs. H. Kidd, Ilungerford ; 
A. H. Darwall, Northwich ; H. Ferguson, Warring- 
ton; T, A, Dollar, London; KR. C. Edwards, Chester ; 
Jas. Eltoft, Lancaster; Thomas Briggs, Bury; J. H. 
Carter, Burnley ; W. IH. Bridge, Bolton; J. Urmson, 
Bolton; E, T. Leather, Cape Town; T. Blakeway, 
Chaddesley ; T. Dobie, Birkenhead ; A. M. Michaelis, 
Stockport; A. Munro, Altrincham; J. Faulkner, 
Rochdale; W. Hall, Royton; E. 8. Gubbin, Glos- 
sop; S. Chambers, Huddersfield; W. Noar, Bury ; 
A. J. Jones, Manchester ; and the Secretary, Liver- 
pool. 





Amongst the medical gentlemen present were in- 
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cluded Dr. Cullingworth, London; Dr. Thomas, 
Preston; and Drs. Sinclair, Wilde, Rhodes, Wol- 
stenholme, Hutton, Nichol, Coghlan, and Fairclough, 
all of Manchester. 

Letters of apology regretting their inability to 
attend were received from a large number of gentle- 
men, including Professors Williams, Walley, McCall, 
McFadyean, Axe, Sir H. Simpson, J. F. Simpson, 
H. Olver, Dr. Fleming, etc., etc. 

The circular was then read convening the meet- 
ing. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read 
and confirmed, 

Messrs. Ernest A. Gubbin, of Glossop, and Wil- 
liam Hall, of Royton were unanimously elected 
members of the Association. 

Proposed by Mr. W. Taylor, seconced by Mr. T. 
Hopkin, that the recommendations as suggested by 
the Finance Committee be adopted. (Carried.) 

The Cuarmman called upon Mr. Blakeway (who 
had been nominated for the Council by the Midland 
Veterinary Medical Association, and who was about 
to leave the meeting) to say “afew words” before 
going. 

Mr. Buakeway said, they were aware no doubt, 
that the Midiand Veterinary Association had done 
him the honour of nominating him for election on 
the Council. He took it that that was some little 
guarantee that during the time he held office as 
Vice-president of the College, his duties were done 
somewhat to the satisfaction of the Committee. If 
he should be fortunate enough to be elected on the 
Council his utmost endeavours would be used to 
support those measures which he believed would 
be conducive to the body of the profession and par- 
ticularly to the Provincial Associations. He had 
been a hard-working provincial man during his life, 
and he had seen the time when the Provincial As- 
sociations were shut out. Thanks be to these 
associations in times past, the provincial veterinary 
surgeon now had a chance of looking up. If he 
went to the Council, his views being very strong on 
many points, he unhesitatingly said that he should 
vote strongly in favour of Examiners being “ in- 
stituted.” He thought the time had come when 
the veterinary profession could manage its own 
affairs without calling upon the sister profession. 
His opinion was that Examiners should not be on 
the Council of the College, (Hear, hear) and he 
should strongly oppose that; and he was also of 
opinion that they should not have more than one 
professor from each College upon the Council. He 
believed, moreover, that their matriculation ex- 
amination to a certain extent was a farce, and that 
the examination was not the same at each College. 


He knew men who had failed to pass thé matricula-. 


tion examination at one College and had gone and 
successfully passed it at another College. He 
thought the matriculation examination at each Col- 
lege should be as near the same as possible. Of 
course, he had not time to go further into details, 
but he should support, as he said before, any measure 
that he believed would be conducive to the body of 
the profession. He would take the opportunity of 
sincerely thanking their president for inviting him 





to attend that meeting, and he regretted exceedingly 
he could not stay to hear the discussion on the 
paper that was going to be read. It was a subject 
that was of peculiar interest to him, being a prac- 
titioner in cattle all his life. Although he was now 
in the sear of life and had somewhat retired from 
the active duties of the profession, he felt as much 
interest in it now as he did when he was a young 
man. Being connected largely with agriculture, it 
would have been a great treat to him to have heard 
the paper, and he should have been pleased to enter 
into the discussion. 

Mr. Dotuar said, before Mr. Blakeway left, he 
should like to ask him one question about his can- 
didature for the Council. As he must know, one of 
the most burning questions in connection with the 
Council was the dual office of Examiner and Coun- 
cillor, and he should like to know Mr, Blakeway’s 
ideas as to Clause 9. He must say that he con- 
sidered that that clause robbed the profession in the 
most serious way that it was possible to be robbed. 
They had a sister profession in the same position 
that they were in now. The Members of the Royal 
College of Surgeons were now agitating for being 
eligible for serving on the Council in the same way 
as Fellows were; and if, after so many years’ trial 
in connection with the sister profession, they found 
that they failed to manage their business in such a 
way as to give the profession satisfaction, he was 
sure the veterinary profession were in a much worse 
position than they were in being excluded as they 
were by Clause 9. Was Mr. Blakeway prepared to 
do away with Clause 9? 

Mr. Biakeway said, he was quite aware that 
Clause 9 had become a serious question to the pro- 
fession. The profession were. to a certain extent, 
themselves to blame. He was on the Council when 
that clause was moved, and he voted against it. He 
felt that it was an unjust clause to many an old 
practitioner. But they must bear in mind that 
before that clause came into operation a copy of it 
was sent round to every member of the profession, 
and he thought few of them took any interest in it, 
And if they didn’t take an interest in theirprofession 
they had themselves to blame; and they must not 
blame those who were in a minority on the Council 
at the time. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Doar said Mr. Blakeway had not answered 
his question. Would he vote for the removal of 
Clause 9 from their Charter ? 

Mr. Buakeway replied, that it would be im- 
possible to remove that clause unless they moved 
for a new Charter. (Hear, hear.) If they ob- 
tained a new Charter it would entail a vast expense, 
and he asked would the body of the veterinary pro- 
fession subscribe to obtain a new Charter. He shonld 
be very pleased to see that clause removed, but to 
remove it they must have a new Charter, which 
would cost a sum of £700. 

Mr. Dotiar said his question was still unan- 
swered. Did Mr. Blakeway consider the profession 
were labouring under a grievance of that importance 
as would justify them in going to the expense of 
having it removed ? 

Mr. Buaxeway.—If the body of the profession 
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will come forward and guarantee a fund to remove 
it. I shall certainly vote for its removal. 

Mr. Dotiar.—lIt is a question independent of the 
profession altogether. Do you consider that the 
profession is labouring under a serious grievance, 
and that a great injustice has been done to the 
profession, and that that injustice ought to be can- 
celled ? 

Mr. Brakeway.—I am quite aware the profession 
are labouring under a grievance through it, but, as 
I said before, the profession are themselves to blame. 
and it would not be right of the Council to take 
upon themselves the expense to obtain a new 
Charter. 

Mr. Doar said, in connection with the question 
he had put to Mr. Blakeway, he wished to add that 
he would not vote for anybody as a Councillor who 
would not do everything that he could in Council 
to have Clause 9 removed. Moreover, he would in- 
fluence as many professional brethren as he could to 
vote against any Councillor who would not vote to 
have this injustice removed. 

Mr. Burakeway.—All I can say is I voted against 
it before, and if I saw my way to vote against it 
again I should do sv. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 

Mr. Doutar said he should like to hear Mr, Peter 
Taylor’s views on the question. 

Mr. Perer Taytor, (in response to the call of 
the President) said, if he had not been an old man in 
the service he should certainly have been exceedingly 
timid. He doubted if it was to his own interest 
that he should give them his own private opinion 
with respect to the profession and the Council, 
because some men would say, “ You are a right 
down radical, you are doing yourself a great in- 
justice, and you are thwarting yourself of a position 
which probably you would have.” He had done 
that before now, and he should probably do it 
again. He considered that the profession wanted a 
new Charter, and that they needed a wholesale ‘lis- 
section of the present system of election to the 
Council. He considered that the Council itself 
should be elected by the whole body of the ve- 
terinary profession throughout the land. (Hear, 
hear.) He even went so far as to say that the Vice- 
presidents should be elected by the body corporate 
—that was, by the profession at large. (ITear, hear.) 
He was of opinion that no professor of any College, 
or teacher of any school should occupy a chair in 
that Council-chamber, except as a visitor and hearer. 
(Hear, hear.) He was one of those who were of 
opinion that no veterinary surgeon, be he ever so 
high in his profession, should occupy a dal position. 
(Hear, hear.) If a veterinary surgeon were elected 
as an examiner, he should elect either to give up 
his seat as a Councilman, or he should vacate the 
position of examiner. (Hear, hear.) He con- 
sidered the profession did wrong when it passed No, 
9 Clause, and if it was brought forward to-morrow 
he would vote for its abrogation. He considered it 
took away the rights of a body that it ought not to 
have |done. A Fellowship should take a Fellow 
with it. There were interests belonging to all ve- 
terinary surgeons; and a M.R.C.V.S. was as great 
in one thing as was a F.R.C.V.S. The passing of 





Clause 9 had produced a deal of jealously and ill- 
feeling that ought never to have existed in the pro- 
fession. Before that Charter was passed he himself 
underwent an ordeal which he would not wish to 
face again, because they endeavoured to cast him 
away for his very action. When the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act was brought before the Council he 
considered that the veterinary profession at large 
had not had time to consider it—that they ought to 
prolong the time of its consideration for three or 
six months, that the whole thing could be brought 
forward before the Societies and properly under- 
stood. He thought the profession were nut alive to 
their own interests at that time or the 9th Clause 
would never have been passed. Their was much in 
their profession which would require altering, and 
it behoved the younger members who were now 
rising to look after their individual interests and to 
see that each member of the Council fulfilled his 
duty faithfully to the whole body corporate through- 
out the land. He did not wish to give an election 
address. “Quiz” in The Veterinary Record said 
although Mr. Taylor has been a member of the 
Council for twelve years he is not sure of his 
position unless he issues an address and tells the 
members what he purposes doing, and they will 
send him back to his position as an individual and 
private member. Well, perhaps he would be more 
happy in that position and probably would do much 
more good in that humble capacity than he would 
do in the Council-chamber. (No, no.) He was in 
their hands, and they might please themselves 
whether they voted for Peter Taylor or not. If he 
were not elected he would return to the city of his 
birth, and having a free hand would speak what 
he thought, and would work for the interests of 
the profession at large. Those were his views; it 
might be said that he was a great Liberal and a 
great Radical; he was for equal justice to every 
member, from the lowest to the highest and most 
exalted. (Applause. ) 

The Presipenr said it was only right that the 
meeting, having heard Mr. Taylor’s views on the 
question asked him, should now resolve that they 
were perfectly satisfied with the sentiments he had 
expressed. He had had an opportunity of answer- 
ing “Quiz” in The Veterinary Record as to what 
his address would be. hey might take it as being 
an address to the members of the profession all 
through the kingdom, and in his candidature for 
election to the Council he believed Mr, Taylor 
would stand at the top of the poll. 

Mr. Doxuar said, in order to give the proper 
effect to the suggestion of the President, moved 
“That the members of the Lancashire Veterinary 
Association having heard Mr. Taylor’s views on the 
general veterinary topics of the day, endorse those 
views entirely, and pledge themselves to support 
him in every way as suitable for election to the 
Council of the Association.” 

Mr. Greaves had great pleasure in seconding the 
proposition. He had had large experience of Mr. 
Taylor’s work on the Council, and he was always 
alive to every matter that was brought before the 
Council, and took great interest init, voting as a 
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general practitioner possessed of good sound com- 
mon sense. (Hear, hear.) Although he did not 
agree with Mr. Taylor on every point he had touched 
upon, he nevertheless considered him eminently 
fitted to be their representative, and he thought 
every member in the room ought not only to give 
Mr. Taylor his own vote, but should do his best to 
get others to do the same. 

Mr. Hopkin said, before supporting the principle 
of the resolution he should like the wording to be 
altered. If it went forth that they all endorsed 
Mr. Taylor’s views it would not be correct. (Hear, 
hear.) He should vote for Mr. Taylor, and he 
believed Mr. Taylor to be a fit and proper person to 
represent them on the Council, but he did not go so 
far as to say that every one present agreed with all 
that Mr. Taylor had said, or that their views were a 
counter-part of his. 

Mr, Dotiar then amended the resolution in the 
following terms :—‘‘ The members of the Lancashire 
Veterinary Medical Association present at this meet- 
ing, having heard Mr. Peter Taylor’s views with 
respect to the duties of a Councilman regarding the 
principle professional questions of the day, hereby 
pledge themselves to vote for him as their representa- 
tive, and to use their influence on his behalf.” 

This was carried unanimously. 

The meeting was afterwards augmented by the 
attendance of members of the Manchester Patho- 
logical Society to hear Mr. Wolstenholme’s paper. 


The Presipent said he had the greatest possible 
pleasure in welcoming their visitors and in thank- 
ing them for the very great interest they showed in 
the subject of Mr. Wolstenholme’s paper. He was 
sure the discussion would be entered upon by all 
with thoroughly open minds, and that the outcome 
would be satisfactory to the interests of truth. 

The ‘Hon. Sec. (Mr. Arthur Leather) read letters 
of apology from Dr. Clement Stephenson, Professor 
Walley, and Dr. George Fleming. 


Mr, J. B. Woxustennotme then read his paper on 
* PUERPERAL APOPLEXY IN THE Cow: Is IT ANALO- 
cous To PuERPERAL FEVER wy tHE Human Fema. ?” 
(which appeared in The Veterinary Record of 
April 6th.) 

The PrestpEenr called upon Dr. Cullingworth to 
open the discussion, remarking that they must all 
be very pleased indeed with the fair way in which 
Mr. Wolstenholme had introduced the subject. 

Dr, Cuttrngwortu (who was received with ap- 
plause) said, he should have preferred to have taken 
part in the discussion after hearing the experiences 
of some fof the veterinary surgeons present. How- 
ever, as he had been called upon by name he would, 
as briefly as possible, tell them what had occurred 
to him in thinking this matter over, in {reading on 
the subject, and in listening to the paper of the 
evening. Let him begin by saying that Mr. Wol- 
stenholme was perfectly correct in thinking that 
when he (Dr. Cullingworth) entered into the cor- 
respondence on the subject of the analogy between 
parturition in cattle and puerperal fever in the 
human subject, he was ignorant of parturient apo- 
plexy. He had, however, made it his business 


since to look up the literature on the subject, and 
he had gathered, from what was given in the re- 
cognised text book of this country of Dr. Fleming, 
and the recognised text book on the subject in 
France by M. St. Cey, that the disease in cattle is 
not analogous to the fever in the human subject. 
So far as the analogy was cencerned, therefore, 
| he would abandon that contention, and at once 
admit that there was no analogy betwen puer- 
peral fever in women and parturient apoplexy in 
cows, so far as their symptoms and post-mortem ap- 
_pearances were concerned. Still, with an eye to 
| preventive means of treatment he thought something 
might be gained if they could discover what was 
the etiology of parturient apoplexy. (Hear, hear.) 
Was there any analogy at all between the etiology 
of puerperal fever in women and parturient apo- 
plexy in cows? Now, to this point he would con- 
fine his attention. He believed, for himself, that 
there was; he hoped, for the sake of their common 
| science, and for the sake of their common art that 
there was, because it was upon this analogy being 
the true one that they might hope to found any 
hopeful measures for prevention and for cure. He 
took it that Mr. Wolstenholme’s description of par- 
turient apoplexy was a generally accepted one, and 
he had described it as coming on with some sudden- 
ness within from twenty-four hours to three days 
after calving; that it ran a course sometimes of 
twenty-four hours, sometimes of four days, and then 
either the cow died or quickly recovered. Perhaps 
he had, iu this brief sketch, mixed up Mr. Wolsten- 
holme’s remarks with his (the speaker’s) recollec- 
tion of what he had read in the works he had con- 
sulted on veterinary obstetrics, if so, he asked 
pardon. That, however, he thought might be taken 
to be the accepted opinion of those who had seen 
most of this very interesting and peculiar affection. 
The symptoms of parturient apoplexy were those of 
gradual loss of interest in the calf, loss of appetite, 
increasing weakness, following either with spasm 
of the muscles of the neck or a more complete pro- 
stration, the animal lying extended. Now, the 
question was—to what did these symptoms point ? 
Were they due to a form of poisoning, or were they 
due to a distinct disease? The post-mortem ap- 
pearances in parturient apoplexy, they would all 
admit, were mostly negative. As to the word “ Apo- 
plexy,” of course it was an entire misnomer; there 
was no apoplexy. (Hear, hear.) In one or two 
instances there had been found a clot on the brain, 
but any affection from which an animal could re- 
cover in four days could not be what they under- 
stood as being apdplexy. The word “apoplexy ” 
they accepted here because it was convenient, but 
they denied altogether that it was really apoplexy. 

The post-mortem appearances, as he had said, had 
been mainly negative. There were a few instances 
where certain lesions in the brain and its mem- 
branes and serous effusions in the lateral ventricles 
had been recorded, but it was explained that they 
were not so constant as to be at all worthy to be 
called pathognomonic of this disorder; they were 
probably purely accidental phenomena when they 
had been discovered. There was no gross lesion 
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that was constant in puerperal apoplexy ; therefore, | of the temperature, unfortunately ; but he concluded 
they might say it did not correspond to any known | his paper by saying that no doubt records of tem- 
disease. It was not an inflammation of the uterus, | perature would have been interesting had they been 
and the lung, and the brain, assuming a particularly | made-—which was one of those tantalising remarks 
severe form, because of the fact of its coming soon| that “sent one empty away.” (Langhter.) But 
after calving. It was not a local disease with just let him (Dr. Cullingworth) tell them what the 
severe general phenomena, Now, not being a local | symptoms in mouse-septicemia were. After the 
affection, what was it? Was it not most likely | injection of a small quantity of putrid blood into 
(reasoning again from analogy) that this was a sort | mice, in about one-third of the number so treated, 
of poisoning—that it was a toxic affection? He | the animal remained healthy for twenty-four hours. 
was not asking them to say it was due to septic | Then the eye became dull and watery, the animal 
affection ; but he maintained that the symptoms and | became languid, either moving little or sitting quite 
post-mortem appearances pointed to some blood | still, with back bent and limbs drawn up. It then 
poison as being the cause of those symptoms and | ceased to eat, respiration became slow, weakness in- 
post-mortem appearances. ‘They were much more | creased, and death occurred without convulsions in 
in accord with that than any known affection. What | from forty to sixty hours. On post-mortem examina- 
was the history of a case where blood-poison was | tion, the internal orgaris—excepting spleen—were 
introduced? When the poison had spent its force, | quite unaltered. After this, one-tenth of a drop of 
the patient recovered from the influence of the | the blood of the animal that had died under these 
poison, and quickly recovered. If he was-right in| circumstances was inoculated into another mouse, 
thinking there was fair ground for supposing the | and exactly the same sect of symptoms occurred in 
influence at work here was a toxic influence, what | exactly the same time. A large number of mice 
was most likely to be that toxic influence? Well, | being inoculated, in not one instance did the in- 
Mr. Wolstenholme had brought forward some facts | oculation of a very small fraction of a drop of blood 
that made it difficult to maintain that this con-| from the septicemic mouse fail to produce similar 
formed with the ordinary result of septic poisoning. | symptoms. It seemed to him these symptoms, and 
He had shown, for example, that, whereas in or-| the absence of post-mortem appearances. were not 
dinary forms of septic poisoning there was aj extremely remote from those they found in par- 
distinct rise of temperature, here the temperature | turient apoplexy. They were more akin to par- 
was not raised, but was generally somewhat lower|turient fever in cattle than puerperal fever in 
than formerly. He had shown, moreover, that in| women. With regard to the other difficulty of the 
the cases of parturient fever and the case of puer- | easy labour, one must remember this—that there were 
peral fever in the human subject, it was of far|two very distinct modes by which the poisoning 
more frequent occurrence in cases where manual or | might occur in puerperal septicoemia—he used that 
instrumental interference had been necessary than | phrase because it was comprehensive—one was from 
in simple, easy, straightforward labours. These! septic intervention from without by the hands of 
were, undoubtedly, difficulties in the way of ac-| the person assisting, or somehow or other by the in- 
cepting this as a form of septic poisoning, and yet | struments and so on; and the other was by the 
he (Dr. Gullingworth) should be very loth indeed | decompositions of portions of the membranes, 01 
to accept the view that it was not a form of septic | after-birth remaining within the uterus. Now, they 
poisoning. How, then, were they to get over these | were not entirely unacquainted with the occurrence 
very great difficulties? He acknowledged them to|in the human subject of cases of puerperal fever 
be difficulties. Might he suggest one or two con- | from the latter cause. Where labour had been easy, 
siderations? He did not say they completely an-| where there was no manual assistance, and yet 
swered or did away with the difficulties, but they | where portions of the after-birth or membranes had 
were points which were just worth bearing in mind. | been retained and had undergone putrefaction, then 
They had instances of blood-poisoning that were | there was given off from the portions so retained a 
unaccompanied with a rise of temperature. No one | poison, probably of a chemical nature, because it 
would doubt, he supposed, that lead paralysis was a | ceased the moment the uterus was: cleansed ; which 
form of blood-poisoning? He was not aware that | it would not do if it was due to micro-organisms in 
lead paralysis was accompanied with a rise of| the blood. It was accompanied by the presence of 
temperature. Diptheritic paralysis was another | bacteria undoubtedly, but there were no micro- 
form of paralysis which was undoubtedly due to| organisms in the blood, otherwise flushing the 
blood-poison ; but the rise of temperature which ac- | uterus certainly would not immediately stop the 
companied the original contact of diphtheria did| symptoms. They could ‘only rid the uterus of pu- 
not occur, so far as he knew, when the original | trefying matter ; and in these cases, which they 
symptoms of paralysis made their appearance. He | called septicoemia which were due to chemical causes, 
had taken some pains to try and ascertain whether after they cleansed the uterine cavity the symptoms 
there was any case on record where pure and un-| subsided. If they did not cleanse the uterine cavity, 
mistakable septicemia had occurred without a rise | what happened? Sometimes the patient died, 
of temperature. He had. so far, not been able to| sometimes the poison expended its force and the 
lay his hands upon a record of such a case. In the patient recovered in spite of it. Was it not possible 
records of Dr. Calk on septiccemia as it occurred in | —he merely threw out this as a suggestion—that in 
mice—a mouse being an animal extremely suscepti-| the cases of parturient apoplexy the poison-—in 
ble to septic poisoning—he had not made any record | those cases which occurred in the absence of manual 
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or instrumental assistauce-——had entered in the 
method he had now described owing to the unsus- 
pected retention of portions (ever so small) of 
blood clots in the membrane, and the throwing off 
from the putrefied matter, of a chemical poison ? 
That was what he had chiefly to say about the points 
of analogy. 

One point more. It was perfectly clear, from 
what Mr. Wolstenholme had said, and from what 
all authorities said upon the subject of parturient 
apoplexy, that it was a disease peculiar to cows. 
They must not, therefore, expect to drive the an- 
alogy too close—if any analogous disease at all ex- 
isted in the human female. As to puerperal 
eclampsia, there was no analogy between parturient 
apoplexy and puerperal eclampsia in women. There 
was a puerperal eclampsia in cattle, but that was 
not the disease they were discussing. ‘There were 
other points of difference which entirely dis- 
associated the one from the other. There was no 
analogous disease to parturient apoplexy in the 
human subject so far as he was aware. 

Now, he spoke under correction, he felt he was 
rather getting into deep water if he began to speak 
of diseases of animals of which he only knew by 
reading, but he thought in the reading he had gone 
through (in consequence of his interest in this sub- 
ject, commencing with the correspondence that Mr. 


Wolstenholme had read) he had come across a de- | 


scription of disease which occurred after foaling in 
mares. It was called parturient laminitis. So far 
as he could gather, this was a disease absolutely 
peculiar to that species. Certainly Dr. Fleming 
said so, and St. Cey said so, although they seemed 
to be copies from one another; and whether St. 
Cey had translated from Dr. Fleming or Dr. Flem- 
ing from St. Cey. heaven only knew—-he didn’t. 
(Laughter.) That was a matter between themselves. 
In those two learned books be found that it was a 
disease to which mares alone were subject. Now, 
this disease also was very peculiar. It consisted of 
inflammation of the foot. He would not go into it, 
because it was beside the mark. It was a disease 
occurring on the third day after foaling, and it 
generally ended in recovery. It ran a definite course 
of a few days and its local manifestation was in- 
flammation of the foot and tenderness on the hoof. 
It appeared to him that this occupied somewhat a 
similar position with regard to mares that parturient 
apoplexy did with regard to cows—that both were 
(dliseases special to the particular species, and both 
coming after parturition certainly seemed to have 
some definite connection with that process. ~He 
found that the authorities gave a very large number 
of theories of the etiology of parturient apoplexy. 
He was reminded, in looking at them, very much of 
the literature of puerperal fever, which simply 
bristled with theories as to its mode of origin and 
mode of propagation. It had been put down toa 
grave form of gastric fever, and the result of me- 
phitic gases, from the lack of the relention of waste 
products owing to the suspension of the functions 
of the mammary glands. It had been put down to 
a form of milk fever, said to be due to the sudden 
removal of blood from the uterus flushing the 
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neighbouring vessels beyond measure and producing 
collapse. It was said to be due to air in the veins 
of the brain (that was to say too little blood in the 
brain), hypercemia (too much blood in the brain), 
and cedema of the brain—variations of derange- 
ment of the ganglionic nervous system. Dr. Flem- 
ing gave an explanatory account of what he meant 
by the “nervous system,” and he (Dr. Culling- 
worth) would bring his remarks to a close by 
reading this sentence (and he should be glad if any- 
oue could throw any light on its meaning) :—‘‘ A 
too easy birth throws out of play a certain amount 
of the nervous force destined to the accomplishment 
of this act. Hence, there is a disproportion between 
the polar tension of the force conveyed by these 
nerves and the muscular irritability, and con- 
sequently an obstacle to the conductibility of the 
nerves charged with the distribution of this super- 
fluous portion of the nerve force.” (Laughter.) 

Professor PenBERTHY (received with applause) 
said it afforded him very great pleasure to address 
the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association for 
the first time, and the pleasure was enhanced by 
the knowledge of the fact that practitioners of both 
branches of medicine had met to discuss a subject 
which had by some—possibly by some mistake— 
been considered to have special relation to both 
branches practising in medicine. He could only 
be echoing their sentiments, he was sure, if he said 
he had listened with a great deal of pleasure to the 
speech of Dr. Cullingworth on this matter. (Hear, 
hear.) He had given them a distinct line to go 
upon; he clearly led them to understand that he 
withdrew, or that he yielded to their ideas, as to the 
relation of puerperal septiccemia in the human fe- 
male and parturient apoplexy of the bovine. This 
was a subject which had been especially interesting 
to him (the speaker) as all subjects which were not 
clear should be interesting to every scientific man; 
and they were specially indebted to Dr. Culling- 
worth for having impressed them with the import- 
ance of teaching the etiology of the condition: and 
as he had suggested, the open road for the discovery 
of the cause is the morbid anatomy. There were 
certain conditions of which they were aware which 
had no real definite morbid anatomy. Yet, they 
were as certain, from their knowledge of physiology, 
where those conditions were primarily produced— 
where the inciting factor was at work—as they 
could be if they could see the lesions. Take that of 
rabies, fur instance. It had just occurred to him 
there were no gross lesions in rabies which gave 
rise to the symptoms; and as they came to the 
more highly developed parts of the organism so would 
they find a larger number of symptoms—more 
phenomena arising from fewer gross lesions. He 
had no doubt puerperal apoplexy was immediately 
brought about by something acting on the motor 
area as well as the organic area of the brain. 
Whether it be due to some special toxic matter in 
the blood or to vther conditions it was not for him 
to say: but there was one thing specially worthy of 
consideration—why should a cow suffer from this 
condition? Well, it struck him in this way; the 
cow had been domesticated and, in domestication, 
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had been subjected to artificial conditions, the prin- 
ciple of which was the production of fat and of milk, 
He did not think St. Cyr or Dr. Fleming gave any re- 
cord of parturient apoplexy occuring among wild 
animals; he had searched other authorities and had 
never met with such a case. In the domestic bovine, 
after the third calf, when this production of fat was 
at its height, they were more liable to have this 
parturient apoplexy ; it was not ‘the cow that gave 
thirty quarts of milk a day, but the cow that gave 
so many pounds of butter a day. That had been his 
experience,, and the experience of many others. 
They found it not only in individual animals that 
were specially good butter producers, but they 


found it more commonly in shorthorns which had. 


been selected for this property of fat production. 
That was the most approximate speciality—or the 
speciality which was most closely related, in his 
mind, to the condition of parturient apoplexy in the 
cow. They had been told by Dr. Cullingworth that 
the term “apoplexy” was a misnomer; and had it 
not been for a few recoveries, he (the speaker) did 
not think they could have the slightest doubt that 
it was apoplexy. Apoplexy, as he understood it, 
did not depend upon aclot of blood. They might 
have a pressure of effused matters getting on the 
brain. There seemed to be some reason for sup- 
posing that they had, at the very least, a debility 
of vessels. He did not know whether it would be 
news to Dr. Cullingworth—it would be to some of 
them—but this apoplexy (be it special or common) 
did occur prior to parturition. It had been his 
good fortune to see two cases (he might say bad 
fortune, for in one case the cow was his own) in 
which the cow, due to calve in three or four days, 
had an apoplectic fit, with the usual falling which 
they noticed in parturient apoplexy. His experience 
was that there was an absolute inability to gain 
their legs, and in the majority of cases consciousness 
was so far lost that there was an absence of desire 
to move whether the power to do so was there or 
not. They were rather staggered by the large 
number of recoveries without any temporary or 
permanent paralysis—he must say that in the 
majority of cases the result was fatal; but in the 
minority he was perfectly open to allow that there 
was something to stagger them in that they did not 
get more long-abiding paralysis after an attack. 
He and a colleague had made a good many post. 


mortem examinations of the brain, having had an | 


idea that there was some organic structural change 
in the brain, and they were almost led to the con- 
clusion that there was a fatty degeneration of the 
arteries of the brain. Now, he was bound to say 
that he could not account for the recoveries, which 
were comparatively few. Against any form of sep- 
ticcemia they had to put those few cases—and they 
were very fe v—which occurred prior to parturition. 
He believed St. Cyr and Dr. Fleming both reported 
cases after abortion, and in those cases the toxic 
theory would be more feasible than ever; but in 
the two cases he had mentioned the calves were 


product of bacteria. The suddenness of the attack 
rather staggered him in receiving the toxic view. 
His mind was thoroughly open on this subject--he 
had no very great impression upon it. It was a 
condition about which they all had an individual 
opinion, whether it be well-formed or not. 

Dr, Stnciarr (responding to the call of the Presi- 
dent) said he came there to learn, and with ab- 
solutely no other purpose, and he had heard a great 
deal: listening to the evidence as a member of a jury 
he must say he had come to no theory. As tar as 
his previous knowledge went he had come to the 
conclusion that there was absolutely no relation 
between septicemia and parturient apoplexy. His 
experience of puerperal fever in the lower animals 
| was gleaned in observing an epidemic among a 
flock of sheep in the South of Scotland, in the lamb- 
ing season. There was considerable mortality in 
that season on the farm where he was staying, and 
he came very decidedly to the opinion that 
puerperal fever in sheep and puerperal fever in 
a woman were exactly the same disease —(Hear, 
hear)—that they were exactly analogous. (Hear, 
hear.) With regard to parturient apoplexy, he 
did not regard the term ‘apoplexy’ as such a 
serious misnomer. He thought the last speaker 
had made a mistake in not going on and giving 
them more details. It seemed to him (Dr. Sin- 
clair) if they took the facts of this disease as 
known only in the cow, there was one definite fact 
—there were certain kinds of animals exempt; they 
only found it in the elderly animals whose tissues 
were beginning to degenerate. In the course of 
the disease there was clearly no rise of temperature. 
With regard to the series of cows that Mr. Wolsten- 
holme quoted from—those of Dr. Thomas, of 
Preston—-it was a totally different class of disease. 
They were usually guided by the evidence, and 
unless gentlemen would make exact observation, 
then they were very liable to mix up two kinds of 
cases. He thought thuse cases in which there was 
a rise of temperature and a quick feeble pulse, and 
all the rest of it, were probably cases of acute 
bacterial disease. The fact that it was only found 
in elderly cows, in animals in which they would 
| expect to find degeneration of the tissues occurring 
at the time at which there was a sudden change 
in the blood pressure—(for he should disregard 
‘the case of a change occurring ten days after labour) 
_—taking these facts, they were driven to the con- 








‘clusion that parturient apoplexy was a disease 
‘somewhat similar to (?) epilepsy. They had it in 
| the convulsions occurring to the drunkard in a state 
'of chronic alcoholism, or in the convulsion that 
‘occurred after certain poisons. Of course, he merely 
| gave an opinion, but he would like to say a word or 
‘two to justify the position of antagonism he ap- 
peared to take up to his friend Dr, Cullingworth. 
First of all, Dr. Cullingworth appeared to 
be desirous of proving that this was a septic 
disease. He thought that was a most dangerous 
. . ‘sf . 

‘attitude for a scientific man to get int», Dr. Cul- 


born alive in perfect health, and the occurrence | lingworth would admit. of course, that the proof 
was absolutely sudden—much more than, in his ex-! was not sufficient; and if they went on the wrong 
perience, he should expect after injection of any | tack and sought to prove that the disease was owing 
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to a certain cause it was a positive hindrance to 
getting at the true cause. (Hear, hear.) There 
was one thing certain about all septic diseases— 
that a rise of temperature was an absolutely constant 
phenomenon, and te mention those cases where they 
had puerperal peritonitis with low temperature was 
positively introducing—not irrelevant evidence, but 
false evidence. 

Dr, CuLttiycwortu.—I withdraw that unmis- 
takeably to night. That was written in a letter, but 
I withdraw it, because I wrote it in ignorance of 
the condition known as parturient apoplexy. 

Dr. Srxncxuare said, the point he wished to make 
clear was this—that in all septic disease, either 
puerperal fever or whatever name they might call it 
by, there was always a rise of temperature, and 
when it was said that puerperal peritonitis existed 
without a rise of temperature, it was mistaken 
evidence, because it simply meant that the exact 
observations had not been made in sufficient time. 
They knew perfectly well there must be found a 
rise of temperature in the early stage of the affec- 
tion. They knew that the lowering of the tem- 
perature was one of the most ominous signs they 
could find in cases of poisoning. 

With reference to the proof of a septic origin, it 
seemed to him (going back to Dr. Cullingworth’s 
remarks on the analogy of such things as lead poison- 
ing—that was a chemical poisoning, and they were 
not speaking of the same things when they spoke of 
animal poisons of bacterial origin. He must say 
from his previous observations of puerperal fever 
of the lower animals, and of the facts of the cases 
of parturient apoplexy, he was clearly of opinion 
that parturient apoplexy was a totally different 
disease ; and the way to clear it up, to make ab- 
solutely certain of the nature of the disease, must be 
by means of careful observation of the morbid 
anatomy, and by a careful analysis of all the pro- 
ducts that could be obtained both before and after 
the parturition of the cow. 

Professor W. Atston Epa@ar, F.R.C.V.S., said they 
might sincerely congratulate themselves on the turn 
whicb this discussion had taken. Their profession 
as veterinary surgeons brought them into contact 
with the great stock-owners of the country, and 
when they saw the medical profession apparently 
in conflict with their own, it was deeply to be re- 
gretted. They were all glad at the generous and 
frank withdrawal by Dr. Cullingworth from the 
position he had taken up in opposition to Mr, Wol- 
stenholme. It might also be hoped, in the in- 
terest of stock-owners, that Dr. Thomas would be 
equally willing to make a candid retraction from 
the couclusion he had published in his paper in the 
January number of The Veterinary Journal, as_ it 
was exceedingly unfortunate to find a_ gentle- 
man of Dr. Thomas’s high scientific attainments at 
issue in veterinary literature with nine-tenths of the 
profession to-day. So far as the discussion as to 
analogy of parturient apoplexy in the cow and 
puerperal fever in women was concerned, it was 
practically at an end. They all admitted these 
were two distinct diseases, and they were now 
drifting into a discussion that might occupy them 
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a week, or a year. Dr. Cullingworth had pointed 
out to them the vast amount of conflicting theory 
that existed in their text books as to the cause of 
parturient apoplexy. He (Dr. Edgar) desired to 
speak clinically only upon this division of the sub- 
ject. and he was free to admit, after having seen 
over five-hundred case of parturient apoplexy during 
the last fifteen years, that he was just as much in 
the dark with regard to its anatomical etiology as 
he was when he commenced practice ; but he could 
_claim a most definite knowledge of causes and con- 
ditions leading up to the actual development of the 
disease. 

Those who had had practical experience were 
prepared to say that there were certain causes and 
conditions that would operate to a certainty in the 
production and development of the malady. Its 
clinical history and successful preventive measures 
were entirely opposed to any theory of organic or 
chemical poison as suggested by Dr. Cullingworth 
in his remarks upon lead poisoning and mouse 
septicemia. The primary causes centered around 
the animals’ breed, age, milking qualities, and 
plethoric condition, with loaded viscera (rumen, 
&c.) at the time of parturition. He believed the 
profession was almost unanimous in regarding par- 
turient apoplexy as a preventible disease if proper 
dietetic and medicinal treatment were instituted. 
In successful preventive treatment, antiseptic pre- 
cautions played no part whatever. Professor 
Penberthy had drawn attention to fatty degenera- 
tion. He (Professor Edgar) thought they should 
be clear in distinguishing between the function of 
fat separation in milk secretion, and storing up of 
fat in the tissues. For example, some of our most 
improved shorthorns were very bad milkers, and 
might be excessively plethoric at parturition, yet 
they, possessed a remarkable—almost complete—im- 
raunity from parturient apoplexy. Heavy milkers, 
on the other hand, were immensely pre-disposed to 
the disease. It had been a terrible scourge to him, 
he had been driven from one theory to another, he 
had sought in vain comfort from the text books. 
As practical men they did not want a theory that 
would not hold good with one cow equally with 
another. He was glad that the theory of blood- 
poisoning, in any form whatever, had received a 
strong negative at that meeting. All of them were 
familiar with lead poisoning in cattle, and they 
drew a distinct line between mechanical and or- 
ganic poisons. Dr, Sinclair had alluded to epilepsy. 
Cows suffered from a form of epilepsy entirely dis- 
tinguished from parturient apoplexy. 

As he had said, he looked upon the malady as a 
preventive one, provided they were allowed to 
adopt preventive treatment. (Hear, hear.) He 
would give an example, which had come under his 
personal observation. From July to Christmas 
three cows belonging to the same owner calved, and 
each one went down with parturient apoplexy. One 
animal lay insensible about thirty hours, and after 
having had paralysis of one leg three weeks, it 
recovered ; the other two had complete coma, and 
were killed in that stage of the disease. The owner 
became frightened for three other cows he had. 
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Preventive treatment was suggested aud was agreed 
to. These cows were treated dietetically and 
medicinally, and they had since calved successfully. 
Such cases as this were, to the stock-owners, 
tangible evidence that the disease was not con- 
tagious. 

A special point had been made of the temperature 
in this disease. He might be allowed to mention 
that in a series of experiments he had made upon 
parturient cows, he had found that normally the 
temperature commenced to fall a few hours before 
calving, and was at its lowest point (onc to two 
degrees full) about thirty hours after parturition, 
which it would be remembered was a critical time 
for the onset of parturient apoplexy. 

Dr Tomas (also in response to the call of the 
President) said, in the first place he would explain 
why he wrote the paper in The Veterinary Journal. 
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reason was that he only looked at the eases casually, 
except at the post-mortem examinations, because he 
had not the remotest intention of publishing any- 
thing. He took rough notes of what he saw when 
he examined the cows, and from the symptoms he 
concluded there must be something of a toxie nature 
to have such a sudden effect. One fact that had 
been mentioned with regard to subsequent paralysis 
was another point that was in favour of that theory. 
Why should ,there be subsequent paralysis of any- 
thing unless it was subsequent apoplexy ? But there 
was no clot in the brain structure to be found in 
any one of the cows. As it was only gross lesions 
of the brain, he imagined, that could constitute real 
apoplexy. he thought the term’ puerperal apoplexy 
certainly did not fit the cases. He could not add 
anything further to the eases he had recorded. He 
had not seen any since the eases stopped. He looked 


At the institution to which he was one of the! upon the outbreak as an epidemic that came sud- 


medical officers they had a large number of dairy 
cows, and they had considerable mortality from a 
certain disease which the veterinary surgeon in 
attendance on the cows proclaimed to be milk fever, 
He (Dr. Thomas) naturally took some interest in 
the case, as it seemed to present special sort of 
symptoms that were similar in all those cases. He 
read up the literature as far as he was able to get 
the books on the subject, and he saw so many 
theories mentioned as being the cause, and so many 
theories with regard to the nature of the disease, 
that he concluded that it was not at all settled in 
the minds of practitioners as to what it really was. 
He thereupon looked into the subject of the bac- 








| 


teriology of it, and he could not find that there had | 


been any records published. 
the organs himself, and he found those germs or 
bacteria present in every casc. That circumstance 


| 


led him to write the paper, thinking if anyone else | 
had seen similar organisms it might induce them | 


either to agree with what he had found, or simply 
to say they had not found them. Professor Edgar 
had said he hoped that he (Dr. Thomas) would re- 
tract his views with regard to the disease being ¢ 
form of septicemia. The discussion before the 
meeting was mostly as to whether this disease had 
any analogy to puerperal fever; but that was not 
the subject exactly that he went into in his paper. 
There was no doubt that among cows there was 
something special—whether it was that the con- 
stitution of the cow was different from that of the 
human being, or whether it was a special disease, 
he would not offer an opinion. In these cases that 
came under his notice, they were all old cows, and 
their symptoms quite agreed with what was men- 
tioned in the text books on the subject. He 
gathered from what Mr. Wolstenholme had said 
that he was rather disinclined to think those cases 
were not parturient apoplexy. So that it might be 
that he (Dr. Thomas) had been investigating a 
totally different disease, and he came here in the 
hope really of hearing further opinions of the 
symptoms so that he might consider whether these 
were cases of parturient apoplexy or not. ‘There 


Was one omission in his case, and that was to record 
the temperature ; he did not take it at all, and the 








pleasure to the discussion. 


denly and it ceased, although a cow was calving 
almost daily. (Applause,) 

Replying to a question by a member as to 
whether the veterinary surgeon who attended these 
cows gave any instructions as to an alteration of 
their treatment and dict, Dr. Thomas said they 
were all strictly under the veterinary surgeon’s con- 
trol, and there had been dictetie treatment. The 
chief authorities of the institution had given strict 
orders that the cows should be kept on low diet for 
a fortnight beforehand: and they had what the 
veterinary surgeon sent in to the cowman—a 
cleansing drink, he termed it—a drink to be given 
before calving, and all these cows had one. One 
cow that had this particular affection a year ago he 


He, however, examined | noted specially, because the cowman was very par- 


ticular to give this drink to this case, and he (Dr. 
Thomas) was watching the effect. Dut it did not 
seem to have any effect at all, as the cow died, 

Dr. Wrip said he had listened with the greatest 
He was pleased to be 
amongst them, because he felt keenly, as a patho- 
logist, that they needed the aid of veterinary sur- 
geons on many important points in human pathology 
on account of the greater opportunities of posf- 
mortem examination that were open to them, and 
the means they had of conducting experiments on 
the lower animals which they had not in the branch 
of the profession to which he belonged. From Mr. 
Wolstenholme’s paper, and the remarks of various 
speakers, it seemed clear that the terms “milk 
fever” and “parturient apoplexy” included more 
than one class of cases. First, there were those ac- 
companied by a rise in temperature, almost certainly 
of septic origin and corresponding to puerperal 
fever in the human female, and also found after 
parturition in all domestic animals, Secondly, 
there was a group of cases to which alone the term 
“parturient apoplexy” was strictly applicable, oc- 
curring only in cows; characterised by a fall in 
temperature, coma of more or less sudden onset, 
anesthesia, and sometimes local paralysis: the 
symptoms either terminating in early death, or 
cradually passing off. The interesting fact that 
these cases only occurred in cows, and rarely before 
the third calf, led them to inquire {in what respect 
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a cow at that period differed from other domestic 
animals. ‘The most striking difference undoubtedly 
was the enormous increase of the milk-producing 
capacity of the cow—a capacity which was in- 
creased in every way by selective breeding and 
artificial feeding until the amount of milk produced 
was out of all proportion to the amount pro- 
duced by other domestic animals. It was also a 
significant fact that the cows which produced the 
most milk were also those which were most fre- 
quently attacked by parturient apoplexy. Could 
they find any explanation of the pathology of the 
disease in this increased capacity for the production 
of milk—that is an albuminous fluid containing 
large numbers of fat globules? ‘To turn for a 
moment to human pathology; they found that in 
some cases of diabetes the blood contained fat 
globules. ‘Many cases of diabetes terminated by 
coma, resembling in its sudden onset and other 
characters the parturient apoplexy of the cow. In 
some of these cases fat emboli had been found 
blocking up the small vessels of the medulla and 
other parts of the brain. Was it not possible that 
a similar condition of fat embolism might be the 
cause of parturicnt apoplexy ? The excessive pro- 
duction of fat globules in the milk would afford a 
source from which fat globules might, under certain 
conditions, pass into the blood, and being carried 
by the circulation into the brain might block up 
the small arteries or capillaries and so produce 
coma? If the fat globules were re-absorbed re- 
covery would take place; thus affording an ex- 
planation of those cases of recovery which were 
difficult to account for on any theory of the disease 
assuming ‘serious organic changes of the tissues. 
He did not claim ‘any value for this theory, but 
simply suggested its possibility as a guide for future 
researches. (Applause.) 

Mr. said he was the “ A.B.” that gave 
rise to the correspondence on this subject. He had 
heard it said that a heifer did not have what was 
commonly called milk fever, He meta gentleman 
last year at Lord Egerton’s sale, in Cheshire, who 
said his cows had suffered a lot from milk fever, 
and that a heifer of three-and-a-half years’ growth 
had been seized with it and had died. Three cows 
that he (the speaker) lost last September were all 
treated scantily to food, were all assisted by himself 
to calve. and each of them was seized with par- 
turient apoplexy, and died. One cow calved in the 
open field, and that one went on allright, and lived. 
He had calved six cows this month, and on the 
strength of Dr. Cullimgworth’s advice to him with 
regard to their treatment. he had felt the greatest 
assurance. He had fed them in the ordinary way, 
taking no notice of the quantity, but seeing that 
they were healthy and that their bowels were right. 
In every case they had done well. He had acow 
that had calved that morning—a cow nine years 
old—which gave a dozen quarts of milk a day. 

Mr. Horkry remarked that this meeting 
marked a red-letter day in the history of their as- 
sociations; and that there were other subjects of 
far more importance than this to the two branches 
of the medical profession which it would be well if 








they could thresh out in this way. With regard to 
milk fever, he thought the old practitioners would 
tell them that when there was a case of milk fever 
it was a poor cow, and the animal was almost sure 
to die, but the longer it was after parturition the 
more likely was it to recover, Again, it was com- 
mon in these cases to have paralysis of the hind legs 
whilst the cow was conscious, and was eating and 
drinking. Then, again, it occurred in certain dis- 
tricts and was unknown in others. Of this he was 
certain, that if they dieted their cows and gave 
them proper exercise, they could prevent milk fever. 
He knew a dairyman who fed every cow before he 
calved her, and he had never known milk fever. 

The Presipent said he had been requested to 
ask if anyone had seen a case of milk-fever before 
parturition ? 

Professor EpGar, in reply, said that in a very ex- 
tensive experience of the disease he had seen one 
case in primipera, occurring after the third day, and 
three or four cases before parturition. He had seen 
one calf delivered while the cow was insensible, and 
it never recovered. 

Mr. Kipp said he had had very large experience 
of this disease and he had never once seen or heard 
a cure where parturient apoplexy had attacked the 
cow within twelve hours after calving. After 24 
hours there was a chance of recovery, after 36 hours 
there was a good chance, and after 48 hours there 
was nearly a surety of getting better. Parturient 
septicemia, which he considered analogous to par- 
turient fever in the human female, was, he believed, 
due to blood poisoning, and was infectious. Partu- 
turient apoplexy, in his opinion, was not due to that ; 
the post mortem appearances being almost negative, 
i.e., the uterus presented no abnormal appearance. 
The only appearance was in the brain, and what that 
was due to he was not prepared to say. 

Prof. PemBertny said this fatty degeneration theory 
was one theory of his to account for the whole of the 
conditions that occurred here ; but what he had heard 
that night went further to prove it than any opinion 
he had had before. He had been with parturient 
animals all his life, having had nearly a thousand 
of his own, and had seen large numbers of cases of 
parturient apoplexy, and Mr. Hopkin had added to 
his (the speaker’s) information materially by giving 
his experience of paralysis. He had frequently 
seen paralysis, but not so commonly as Mr, Hopkin 
had done. This all pointed to some organic disturb- 
ance in the brain. He had made many sections of 
the brain and stained them, and in these cases the 
darkening of the sections had been much more 
marked than in ordinary brains. 

Dr. CuLnincwortn said it would be helpful in 
elucidating the etiology of this affection if sound in- 
vestigations could be made of the blood of animals 
dying from parturient apoplexy, specially from the 
bacterialitic point of view. In that way one might 
get positive or negative evidence, and so, possibly 
set the matter at rest. He had the authority of Dr. 
Wild (who was assistant pathological. lecturer 
at Owen’s College) to say that he would assist any- 
one in such an investigation if they would send him 
a small quantity of blood (from any case that might 
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come under their observation) carefully packed 
between two glass slides. He would make micros- 
copic investigations of the blvod, and try and 
ascertain whether there was any information to be 
got in that way. 

Mr. WotstENHOLME said that Dr. Wild would 
also be pleased to examine the medulla for fat 
emboli. He had very little to add to what he had 
said in his paper. He would like to ask Dr. Cual- 
lingworth a question. Did he consider puerpera 
eclampsia in the human female due to septic 
poisoning ? 

Dr. CuLtrncwortu.—No., 

Mr. WotsteNnotme,—T'o a chemical poison ? 

Dr. CuLtincwortn.— Yes. 

Mr. WotstENnoLME said he was perfectly satis- 
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Parliament for this and the adjoining counties asking 
them to support Sir Fredk. Fitzwygram’s motion, 
sending at the same time a copy to the Presidents of 
the other Veterinary Associations, asking for their 
co-operation in the matter; and I have reason to 
believe that, had the question been brought forward, 
our Profession would have obtained the exemption. 

At the last meeting of Council I proposed and 
carried a motion that a copy of the new Register 
should be sent to the Clerks of the County Councils, 
‘to enable the newly formed Local Authorities to dis- 
| tinguish between properly qualified and registered 
practitioners, when appointing Veterinary Inspectors. 

Asa member of the Registration Committee I 
have been regular in my attendance; and have endea- 
'voured to assist in supporting every question which 





fied—indeed it was admitted—that there was no! has been brought forward for the benefit of the 
analogy between the two diseases, The absence of | Profession. 


the disease in primiperi precluded the idea that it | 
was due to septic poison. It was possible they | 
might have a poison something analagous to that. 
which in human females produced coma; convulsions | 
and death in diabetes, and several other things— | 
such as the organic poisons, which were formed in | 
certain states of the body—subtle alkaloid poisons. 

Votes of thanks were afterwards passed to Mr. 
Wolstenholme for his paper, and to Dr. Culling- 
worth, and the other visitors for the interest they | 
had taken in the discussion. 

Dr, Cuttincworrn, in acknowledging the vote, | 
said he quite agreed with those speakers who had | 
alluded to the great desirability of both branches of | 
medical practitioners meeting more frequently. He 
did think that great benefit might arise from so 
doing in the elucidation of many other pathological 
problems, besides the ticklish one they had been 
discussing. (Applause.) 

A vote of thanks to the President closed the 
proceedings. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 





To the Fellows and Members of the R.CV.S. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Having again been nominated a candidate for a 
seat on the Council Board, I beg to solicit your vote 
and interest at the forthcoming clection. 

The council did me the honour last year of electing | 
me a Vice-president, and I refer you to the attendance 
list on the voting papers to show that I have | 
regularly attended the Council mectings, as I stated | 
in my last address that I would endeavour to do. 

At the first meeting of the Council which I was 
entitled to attend, Sir Frederick Fitzwygram, Bart., 
M.P., stated what steps he had taken to obtain for 
members of the College the same exemption from 
payment of the proposed tax on horses as would be 
granted to clergymen and medical men. 

As it was then supposed that the question would 
be raised in Parliament within a very short time, I, 
as President of the Hertfordshire Veterinary Medical 
Association, sent a circular letter to the Members of | 





| 





With regard to the dual appointments of Members 
of Council and Examiners, that question, in my 
opinion, can best be settled by the votes of the 
Profession when they (the Examiners) next present 
themselves for election as members of Council. 

T again appeal especially to my brother Practition- 


‘ers residing in country districts, to give me their 


support; andassure them, and the members generally, 
that my best efforts shall be made to further every 
well-considered proposal which may tend to the wel- 
fare of the Profession. 
I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, 
Wrettam Wrtsoy, 
GreAt BERKIMAMPSTEAD, 
Hers, 


To the Fellows and Members of the R.CLV.S. 


GENTLEMEN, 

It appears to be the wish of a certain section of 
the Profession that the views of the proposed candi- 
dates for our Council should be publicly announced. 
I have endeavoured to gratify this, by giving my 
ideas upon a few of the topics that have been under 
consideration, and trust they will meet with their 
approval. At the same time I hope they will not be 
displeasing to those who are less exacting in their 
demands. 

One diploma-grauting body. 1 am not in favour of 
any measures which tend to deprive the I.C.V.5, of 
the eaxelusive right to grant Diplomas to persons 
practising Veterinary Medicine and Surgery in the 
British Isles ; because so sure as ever we have a rival 
in this respect the value of our diploma will 
decrease. 

Collapse of the R.C.V.S. I do not believe in any- 
thing which tends to deprive the K.C.V.S. of its 
revenue, because if the R.C.V.S. became bankrupt 
and defunct, the value of its Diploma would be very 
questionable. I would, therefore, endeavour to 
maintain the R.C.V.S. in a pecuniary healthy con- 
dition. 

Ido not believe that the R.C.V.S. “would not 
exist one day,” as has been suggested—even if all 
the present Schools closed to-morrow ; for I would 
venture to suggest that a professional proprietary 
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school could easily be started, (fever it were iecessary. 

Depriving M.R.C.V.S. of their privileges. J would 
not support any measure that deprived any 
M.R.C.V.5. of the right to become a candidate for 
election on our Council; neither would I take from 
him his privilege of nominating any M.R.C.V.S. 
provided that member had not already been nomin- 
ated by someone else. ‘Therefore, although the 
members of the K.C.V.S, themselves gave permission 

(by their silence) to our Council to include Clause 
1x. in their Charter, still, 1 would—if the ways and 
means presented themselves—assist to repeal that 
clause. On the same principle 1 would not deprive 
any teacher of a School of this privilege, so long as 
his election rests with the profession, and I would 
give no help to upset the latter. 

Moreover I do not think a Councilman should re- 
main on the Council after he has been elected to, 
and accepted, any oftice—the Council may have at its 
disposal—without he is re-elected by the profession— 
consequently, I do not believe in depriving exam- 
iners of representing the profession on our Council, 
so long as the profession retains the right of electing 
them ; because it is quite compatible and possible 
for a right-minded person to fill both posts honour- 
ably, and I know of no circumstances that have 
arisen to prove the contrary. 

The number of attendances should not be placed 
on the voting papers without informing the electors 
of the number of times each Committee has met 
during the year, and the number of committees each 
Councilman is a member of. 

The number of persons nominating a Candidate for 
election to Council should be limited to one. 

Ex-oficio Members of Council should not be toler- 
ated—whatever may be their professional position 
--but every member should be elected by the pro- 
Session. ke 

Reports of the Proceedings of Council should be as 
full and explicit as possible, and no important 
matter should be omitted. On the other hand, 1 do 
not think, the various Committees our Council think 
fit to appoint should report themselves to the Pro- 
fession, but to their Council (to whom they are res- 
ponsible) for the Council’s re-consideration ; and 
they in their turn should report to the profession 
(their electors—to whom they are responsible). If 
‘Committees are to report to the profession direct, it 
will render them useless to our Council and the 
latter would have to consider all matters in detail. 

The Annual Report should not contain anything 
extraneous to the business transacted by our Council 
during the year, 

The Business of the Council should be confined to 
the management of the profession. 

Election of Vice-presidents, The same gentlemen 
should not be elected year after year. The number 
of times any gentleman can be elected, ought to be 
specified—they ought not to be present at their own 
election and vote. 

Profession, Schools and Examiners, should not 
‘be considered so distinct from each other as is, at 
present, the custom. All should have a mutual 
object viz. advancement of the profession and that 
‘by honourable generous, and unbiassed means, since 
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“unity is strength.” All “ grievances” between 
R.C.V.S. or Council, Schools or Teachers and Ex- 
amining Board or Examiners should not exist, with- 
out being thoroughly investigated, and the result 
fully reported to the profession. 

The use of the Council Room should be granted for 
professional mectings at a nominal charge. 

The Matriculation Examination is not so satisfactory 
as it might be. 

A Pupilage with a Practitioner might be added to 
the curriculum with advantage to all parties con- 
cerned—particularly the Student. 

Obtaining the Diploma by installments or splitting 
up the subjects of examinations so that students can 
obtain the Diploma by slow and easy steps, has, in my 
opinion, been carried far enough—I would rather 
combine subjects that may be taught and learned 
simultaneously ; for ifadvancement of the profession 
is our object, we should endeavour to obtain general 
and collective knowledge, and have Students able to 
grasp it. 

Registered Practitioners in my opinion should not 
be allowed to use any designations, letters, &e. 
which represent them falsely to the public. 

Expressions of opinion, 1 do not believe that any 
member of Council should be afraid to express his 
views at the Council Meetings; at the same time 
I would not support any unnecessary delay in con- 
ducting the business of the Council. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I am anxious you 
should thoroughly understand that, should I be suc- 
cessful in obtaining a seat at our Council, it will 
always be my aim and desire to support all measures 
which tend to uphold the dignity of the R.C.V.S. 
and the value of its Diploma to us as practitioners, 
or which tend to elevate the Veterinary Profession 
both from a Scientific ana pecuniary point of view, as 
well as these which tend to raise the Veterinary Pro- 
fession in public estimation and for these ends 
I solicit your support. 

I am, faithfully yours, 
Gro, A, Banna. 


To the Fellows and Members of the t.C.V.S. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Having been nominated for a seat at the Council 
Board, I beg to solicit your support at the coming 
Election. 

I have no special claim to such an honour unless 
being the nominee of the West of Scotland Veteri- 
nary Medical Association, and also because I think 
Scotland and Ireland should be better represented 
in the Council Chamber than they are at present. 
Iam adverse to Members of Council being Exam- 
iners, and I am also adverse to Teachers in Veteri- 
nary Schools having seats at the Council Board. 

I hold that no person, directly or indirectly 
pecuniarily interested, should be eligible for election. 
I don’t think it would be advisable at present to 
approach Parliament to have Clause IX. rescinded, 
but, if an opportunity presented itself, advantage of 
it should be taken to restore to members their 
original rights. 
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There is much need for the “ Register” being 
overhauled—in its present state it is practically 
useless. 

Matriculation Examinations should be uniform 
and held under more direct supervision of the 
Council. The Examiners, both for Matriculation 
and Professional Examinations, should be paid by 
salary and not by results as at present. I consider 
that a written Examination should now be intro- 
duced and added to the present mode of examining 
strdents. When a vacancy occurs in the Examining 
Board, candidates for the vacancy should be adver- 
tised for in the Veterinary Press, as well as in one 
or more of the leading daily newspapers in England, 
Treland, and Scotland. 

Should I be returned to the Council Board I shall 
endeavour to be present at the usual Quarterly 
Meetings, and shall also devote as much of my time 
as I consistently can spare to the management of 
our profession. I am, Sir, yours faithfully. 

Wm. Avyversoy, F.R.C.V.S. 

146, West Nile Street, 

Glasgow, April 1889, 








GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended April 6th, 1889. 


Pleuro-pneumonia.—There were 7 fresh  out- 
breaks of this disease reported in Great Britain 
during the week; of these 4 occurred in the coun- 
ties of Cumberland, Derby, Essex, and Middlesex, 
in England, and 3 in Aberdeen, Edinburgh, and 
Fife. 

The number of cattle attacked was 26, of which 
9 were in England and 17 in Scotland ; 121 healthy 
cattle which had been exposed to infection were | 
slaughtered. 

In Ireland 3 fresh outbreaks were reported, 2 | 
of them in North Dublin and 1 in Dunshaughlin 
in County Meath. The appearance of the disease 
in King’s County and Meath shows that the area 


were reported, and 19 pigs were attacked by it. 

Glanders and Farey—In England 13 fresh 
centres of glanders were reported on; 2 were in 
Kssex, 1 in Kent, 9 in London, and 1 in Middlesex ; 
in Scotland 1 fresh ontbreak was reported in 
Lanarkshire. There were 22 horses attacked by 
glanders, of which 16 were in London. 

Of farcy 8 fresh outbreaks wore reported and 16 
horses attacked, the whole of them in London. 

In Ireland 1 fresh outbreak of glanders was re- 
ported in Kilkenny, and 1 horse was attacked. 

Rabies.—In England 6 cases of this disease were 
reported in the week ; 2 in Lancaster, 1 in London, 
and 8 in York (West Riding). 

In Ireland 10 fresh cases of rabies were reported 
in the week, in the counties of Down, Kerry, Dublin, 
and Louth, 3 of them in dogs, 1 in a goat. and the 
others in cattle and sheep. 





TRADE NOTICES. 


WYLEY’S DUROPLASTIC HORSE-BALL. 


We have received a sample of these balls, which 
are somewhat different in form to others. One end 
is bluntly rounded, the other is conical and thus 
offers the least resistance to deglutition. They are 
coated with some patent gelatinous covering of a 





soluble nature which retains the contents in perfect 
condition for a considerable time. Kven when 
Carbonate of Ammonia enters into the composition 
of the mass the ball preserves its properties for a 
long time, and on breaking one the smell of the 
Ammonia is quite pungent. Any formula can be 
made up, but the firm keep a number of stock pre- 
parations which can be had at any time. A feature 
worth noticing is that the name of the practitioner, 
or the nature of the ball, can be printed on each 
under the transparent coating. Really there is no 
excuse now-a-days for common and slovenly dis- 
pensing. The patentees claim that the prepara- 
tions are “ Air-tight, Soluble, Klegant, and 
Keonomical.” The claim is well founded, 





over which it is distributed has considerably in- 
creased, There were only 3 cattle attacked, but 25 | 
healthy ones which had been exposed to infection, | 
were slaughtered. | 

Anthraz.—In Great Britain 45 outbreaks of | 
anthrax was reported; 4 in England, in Kent, 
Norfolk, and Northampton, and 1 in Perthshire, in 
Scotland. 

In Ireland no case of anthrax was reported 
during the week. 

Swine-Fever.—There were 78 fresh outbreaks of 
this disease reported in Great Britain, and 444 
swine attacked. making with those left alive from | 
the previous week a total of nearly 800 diseased | 
pigs to dispose of; 251 of them were killed, 192 
(lied, 21 recovered, and 278 remained alive when | 
the weekly return was made up. | 








MACKEY & Co’s. KCZEMATINE. 


Any one who has had to wash a long-haired 
animal must have felt how objectionable soft soap 
is for the purpose—no amount of rubbing and 
washing scems to remove the stuff from the hair. 
Very little better is hard soap, as the amount of 
muscular exertion required to work it into a good 
lather is excessive. With a liquid soap, such a 
Eczematine, both these disadvantages are overcome. 
For washing dogs, or horses’ manes and tails, we 
can recommend it. It forms a splendid lather, has 
no excess of alkali. is medicated with some deo- 
deriser and disinfectant, and leaves the coat clean 
sweet, and brilliant. It is an elegant and effective 
preparation. 


In Ireland only 5 fresh outbreaks of swine-fever 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
facts of interest. 


ELECTION OF COUNCILMEN. 
Sir, 

Ten days ago it looked as if there was to be no competition 
for the Council vacancies, but now that we are favoured 
with a choice of candidates, I should just like to say a 
word or two on the subject. 

I hope that a much larger number of Members will take 
an interest in the Election than hitherto and that they will 
vote for those—and those only—whom they think best 
fitted to represent them, and so indicate what the ideas of 
the majority of the Profession are in regard to the various 
questions which have been discussed of late. By this means 
Councilmen would be enabled to know what the majority of 
the members desired them to do—for they are not sent to 
the Council Chamber to do their own will only-——but to 
think, act, and vote in accordance with the wishes of the 
general body of the Profession, and for the general good, 

Some candidates have favoured us with their views in 
regard to various matters of interest and importance, and 
have indicated clearly what their ideas are, and what they 
would be inclined to do; others have not done so, Some 
have given rather confused ideas, whilst others again have 
not troubled to express any; and so of course have neither 
pledged themselves to one thing or another. In the 
natural course of events it is impossible that we can arrive 
at a state of perfection—a time when no changes or im- 
provements shall be necessary; those who are satisfied 
with things as they are, will not seek to bring about any 
change; these are not the representatives we want, for 
things will, do, and must change ; let us therefore vote for 
those who will try and bring about those changes which 
are intended for the general good of those who are at pre- 
sent members of the Profession—changes which tend to 
elevate it in the eyes of the public. 


I would therefore urge upon every Member the necessity 
of voting, and of voting for those only whose ideas they 
know to be in accord with their own, and with the exigen. 
cies of the times, and so help to do away with certain 
anomalies which at present exist to the detriment and dis. 
grace of the Profession.—I am, sir, yours faithfully, 

Oxford, 16th April, 1889. Jas. P. §. Wanker. 


WHOM SHALL WE YOTE FOR? 
Sir, 

Your weekly journal has decidedly shown its value during 
the last few weeks, for never before have we approached a 
professional election with so much enlightenment as to the 
men and measures most likely to truly represent the pro- 
fession. One is almost surprised at the very sound, pro- 
gressive views expressed by nearly every candidate, and I 
should like to know if their actions have always been on 
the lines they now suggest. 

Cannot you give us an analysis of the candidates, and 
draw up a list of the best men; Run a “‘ Record ” list, and 
the practitioners will place them at the head of the poll. 
Let in the light of publicity, expose the little party tactics, 
and guide us in the selection of really honest, independent, 
and intelligent men.—Yours faithfully, An ELecror. 


HERNIA IN DOGS. 
Sir, 

A perusal of ‘‘ Notes on Hernia in Dogs,” by Mr. Atkin- 
son, in your last issue, tempts me to add, that three months 
ago I made a post mortem examination of a young fox 
terrier bitch affected with double Femoral Hernia. A 
portion of bowel had insinuated itself behind Poupart’s 
ligament, and protruded through the crural ring on each 
side. 

Mr. Atkinson’s notes afford further evidence of the large 
amount of toleration possessed by the peritoneum under 
surgical interference, and of its recuperative powers ; which 
facts have been further impressed upon my mind by seeing 
as museum specimens a spleen, and a number of fimbriated 
papilloma from the bladder, which had been removed 
during life. Mr. Atkinson omits to say what Anwsthetic he 
used, and whether the operation was performed under full 
Antiseptic precautions.— Yours faithfully, 

Manchester. Jxo. B. WousTENHOLME. 


(Mr. Atkinson informs us that the Anesthetic employed 
was Chloroform but that no antiseptic precautions were 
taken at the the time. Carbolic Acid and oil, 1 to 20, was 
used in the after-treatment.—Eb. ] ; 
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